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 Bee Improvement For All 

 

‘Bee Improvement For All’ is a one day course that is designed to help 
beekeepers use opportunities to improve their bees, as well as giving 
information to those who wish to raise more queens.  Some speakers 
and books don't serve the beekeeper with a few colonies very well, as 
they often use methods that are beyond the needs of the ordinary 
beekeeper.  This course will help and encourage beekeepers of all abil-
ities to improve their bees, using simple techniques without the need 
for specialist equipment. 

 

Tutor:  Roger Patterson, who has over 50 years beekeeping experience. 

Date:  Sunday 19th November 

Time:  9am for 9:30 to approximately 4:30pm. 

Venue:  Rudgwick Village Hall, Guildford Road, Bucks Green, Rudg-
wick, West Sussex, RH12 3JJ 

Cost: £10 (£7 if under 18, but must be accompanied by a fee paying 
adult).  This will include refreshments, but please bring your own 
lunch.   

Bookings:  Daisy, 23 Hayes Lane, Slinfold, Horsham, West Sussex,  

RH13 0SQ.  Tel: 01403 790167 or 07980 280852   

wellingtondays@hotmail.co.uk.   

 

A Booking Form is available on the BIBBA website (See Page 2) 

BIBBA in association 
with WSBKA  

 

is organising  

‘Bee Improvement 
For All’  

with Roger Patterson 

mailto:wellingtondays@hotmail.co.uk


Bee Improvement For All 
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In conjunction with the Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders Association 
(BIBBA) the West Sussex BKA will be holding a ‘Bee Improvement For 
All’  day. This is one of a number that BIBBA will be staging throughout 
the UK on a regional basis.  

 

Bee improvement should be of interest to all beekeepers who want doc-
ile bees that are quiet on the combs and suit their locality. 

The queen is an important factor in the characteristics of a colony, so 
colony assessment and queen selection need more attention than many 
beekeepers give them.  This does mean queen rearing, but the bees give 
us many opportunities during the summer to raise queens with little effort needed by us, such as when 
performing swarm control. 

 

Amongst the topics covered will be:  

 Setting the criteria you want in your bees 

 How to assess colonies 

 Recording assessments using simple methods 

 Rearing queens from local bees to avoid buying them 

 Deciding which colonies to use queen cells from and which queens to cull 

 Using natural queen cells 

 ‘Artificial’ queen rearing for those who want more queens 

 Changing queens in colonies 

 Making up mating nuclei 

 Getting queens mated 

 Making your apiary sustainable 

 Working with other beekeepers and the local BKA 

 

There will be plenty of information on colony management, with emphasis on understanding what is 
happening inside colonies and keeping things simple. 

 

This course will help beekeepers to rear their own queens from good local stock that are survivors, ra-
ther than using imported queens that may introduce pests and diseases and may not suit our unpre-
dictable climate. 

 

Further details and the Booking Form can be found on the BIBBA website at:  

http://bibba.com/event/bee-improvement-bifa-day/ 
 

Places are limited so book your place with Daisy NOW! 

http://bibba.com/event/bee-improvement-bifa-day/
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For further details and terms and conditions please visit the BBKA website at www.bbka.org.uk or e-mail 
George Brown at george.brown@bbka.org.uk.  The theme is ‘Sound and Vision’ and the BBKA are partic-
ularly interested in seeing how you interpret’ honeybee sounds’ visually. 
 

The first prize in each category will be an individual personalised plate of the winning 
entry.  GOOD LUCK! 

http://www.bbka.org.uk
mailto:george.brown@bbka.org.uk


Around the Divisions 

All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan 
to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Saturday 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th August - Apiary meetings and BuZZ Club at Pease Pottage 

starting at 9:30am. 

Further details from Debbie Rowland: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or website: 
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 
 

Chichester Division 

Details from Nick Brown: secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
or website: www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Saturday 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th August  - Meetings at the 

teaching apiary from 1:30pm.   To include honey extraction on 19th. 

Monday 28th August - Honey Show.  Wisborough Green Village Green with the local Horticultural 

Association. 
Further details from Sue Elliott: secretary@wgbka.org.uk  or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Friday 11th at 6pm, Sunday 13th & 20th August at 2pm  - Meetings at the teaching apiary to 

include honey extraction.  
 

Further details from Len Lewis: secretary@worthingbeekeepers.org.uk or the Division’s website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 

 

 

... and Dates for your Diary 
 

 

Thursday 26th - Saturday 28th October - 86th National Honey Show.  Sandown Park Racecourse, 

Esher, Surrey, KT10 9AJ.  See last month’s newsletter or view the Show’s website: 
www.honeyshow.co.uk/.   

 

Sunday 19th November - BIBBA ‘Bee Improvement for All’ .  Rudgwick Village Hall, Bucks Green, RH12 

3JJ.  See lead article in this newsletter for full details. 

 

We are now on facebook so if you would like your  events featured please send details to 
the Editor. 
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‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 

mailto:chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk
http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
mailto:secretary@wgbka.org.uk
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@worthingbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/West-Sussex-Beekeepers-Association-631084173737575/


Chairman, Melvyn Essen, writes for the County News 
 

Do you know, I thought there was going to be a rush to hire one of my division’s extrac-
tors.  Wrong.  Either our members haven’t thought about extracting yet or have empty 
supers.  It seems nowadays you have to think carefully where you are going to put your 
bees; if they are in your own garden then there is no choice but they should do fine.  
When I had my bees on the edge of my Horsham garden it was then that I had a fantastic 
crop.  Best of both worlds with field crops and gardens.  When I extracted some honey 
and put the supers on to clean up they just filled them up again. 
 
When you choose a site you never know if someone unknown to your group has a load of 

hives within a few hundred yards, and your bees could struggle.  Central Sussex’s training apiary is one 
such case.  A couple of years ago we found out someone had bees very close and just this year another 
person even closer has bees.  It always has to be a really good year for us to have a reasonable crop and it 
quite often relies on nearby Lime trees.  This year I was asked if I could help a chap near where I work just 
out of Southwater and then consequently found out a recluse nearby has bees and two other people also 
have bees, all within a half mile.  Two have joined Central Sussex I’m pleased to say and it’s lucky 
Foulbrood hasn’t showed up, as up until now it wouldn’t have been recognised. 
 
I would like to thank Gillian Osborne from Worthing Division for taking on the role of carer for two colo-

nies in a lovely garden in Washington.  The request for help was published in the July West Sussex News. 

We have arranged mentoring for Gillian until she is confident enough to look after them on her own, with 

help a phone call away. 

 

Melvyn 
chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 
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Sussex Food & Drink Awards 2018 

 
 

Melvyn’s Missive 

The winner’s core business is producing a single food ingredient or a 
prepared food product which is delicious and local to Sussex. 
 

This year Southdowns Honey from Lancing is amongst the ten final-

ists in the Sussex Food Producer of the Year category.  Doug Pearce , a 
member of Worthing BKA is the proud proprietor and has commented, 
’As a hobby I keep bees and have just found out that I am a finalist in 
the Sussex Food Awards 2018 for my honey, in the Sussex Food Produc-
ers 2018 section as Southdowns Honey.  I was amazed and stunned to 
find this out and that people think so much about the product I sell’. 
 
If you would like to vote for Doug visit:   www.sussexfoodawards.biz  before 19th September. 
 

mailto:chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.sussexfoodawards.biz


 

There is still time to subscribe. 
 

Northern Bee Books is again offering a substantial discount to 
West Sussex members on the annual price of the Beekeepers’ 
Quarterly magazine.   
 

You can subscribe for just £20 p.a - a saving of £10 on the normal charge.  A similar discount is available 
on the e-version of the magazine - just £10, saving £10 on the normal subscription.   
 

Take a look at www.beekeepers.peacockmagazines.com/ for a sample of the publication.   
 

Subscriptions must be through WSBKA to ensure you receive the discount, so if you are interested in sub-
scribing or renewing your subscription just let me know.   
 

Graham 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters or our facebook page please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available on 

the website. 
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We’re on the web: 
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

 

...and finally 

The Beekeepers’ Quarterly 

http://www.beekeepers.peacockmagazines.com/
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/West-Sussex-Beekeepers-Association-631084173737575/
http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk

